VIEW FROM MOUNT NIEVE PENITBNTE   137
Rising directly from the head of the glacier on the north, to the formation of which it largely contributes, stands one of the kings of the scene, the sharp, ice-bound, twin-peakedD41,an interesting mountain, which, after studying it, we decided to try to ascend the following day. Mount Nieve Penitente is noteworthy, not only for the formations which graced its upper parts, but also for the sharpness of its middle ice-clad sides, the appalling nature of which was more vividly realised on the descent, when they had, at several points, to be taken turning backwards in our tracks, and every step had to be measured with the greatest care* We hastened with all possible speed in open order across the last snow-couloir at the base, keeping a sharp look-out for stones, which, set free by the melting of the ice which held them, were bounding down over its surface in sufficient numbers to make the passage of it anything but agreeable or sale.